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August Enrichment Activities
Grades 3-6

Students: After reading “Connections,” choose the right answer in the multiple choice questions 
below. Circle the correct letter on your paper. 

1. What is the main characteristic that makes a biome a desert?
a. sand
b. high temperatures
c. lack of rain
d. tumbleweeds

2. What is the largest hot desert in the world?
a. Gobi Desert
b. Mojave Desert
c. Great Basin Desert
c. Sahara Desert

3. How have plants adapted to survive in the desert?
a. They store water in their leaves and trunks.
b. They spread out from each other.
c. They have large root systems to collect water.
d. All of the above.

4. What is the typical amount of desert precipitation?
a. 5 inches
b. 20 inches
c. 10 inches
d. 2 inches

5. What does it mean when a plant is called a succulent?
a. It tastes really good.
b. It depends itself from animals with spiny barbs.
c. It grows in the desert.
d. It stores water in its stems.

5. True or false: Most hot deserts stay hot through the night rarely dropping in temperature.
a. True
b. False
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Students: After reading “Around the World,” use the tree map below to fill in details about desert animal adaptations. Using 
the boxes below, create three categories of characteristics and describe each in short details. You do not have to write in 
complete sentences. 
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Students: After reading “Wildville,” use your imagination and the facts you know desert plants 
to create a tall tale, which is a story with unbelievable elements and is related or exaggerated as 
if it were true and factual. Examples include how cactus got its spines, how the yucca plant got 
its fruit or how the dragon’s blood plant got its name. Be sure to include a title!
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Answer Key

Students: After reading “Connections,” choose the right answer in the multiple choice questions below. 
Circle the correct letter on your paper. Parents/Teachers: The correct answer choice is below in bold. 

1. What is the main characteristic that makes a biome a desert?
a. sand
b. high temperatures
c. lack of rain
d. tumbleweeds

2. What is the largest hot desert in the world?
a. Gobi Desert
b. Mojave Desert
c. Great Basin Desert
d. Sahara Desert

3. How have plants adapted to survive in the desert?
a. They store water in their leaves and trunks.
b. They spread out from each other.
c. They have large root systems to collect water.
d. All of the above.

4. What is the typical amount of desert precipitation?
a. 5 inches
b. 20 inches
c. 10 inches
d. 2 inches

5. What does it mean when a plant is called a succulent?
a. It tastes really good.
b. It depends itself from animals with spiny barbs.
c. It grows in the desert.
d. It stores water in its stems.

5. True or false: Most hot deserts stay hot through the night rarely dropping in temperature.
a. True
b. False
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Answer Key

Students: After reading “Around the World,” use the tree map below to fill in details about desert animal adaptations. Using 
the boxes below, create three categories of characteristics and describe each in short details. You do not have to write in 
complete sentences. Parents/teachers: Possible answers are below. 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

Animal Adaptations

Diet Body Temperature 
Control

Physical 
Characteristics

Many desert
animals are 
nocturnal & 
hunt at night.

Some 
animals 
store in 
their tails.

Most desert 
animals have 
long ears. 

The coyote 
is a 
nocturnal 
hunter.

Desert 
animals have 
adapted to 
drink little 
water.

Instead they 
get water 
from the food 
they eat.

Many store 
up water to 
use later.

Camels store 
fat & water in 
their humps.

Camels can 
close their 
nostrils, 
too. 

The camel 
is one of the 
most adaptive 
desert animals.

This keeps 
them from 
breathing 
sand.

The camel’s 
hump is its 
main 
adaptation.

Camels have 
two rows of 
eyelashes. 

Animals 
adapt to 
survive. 

The camel’s 
eyelashes 
protect its eyes 
from dust & 
sand.

Even humans 
have 
adaptations.  

The bobcat 
is a 
nocturnal 
hunter.

The kit fox 
is a 
nocturnal 
hunter.

Nocturnal 
animals 
sleep in the 
daytime.

Cold-blooded 
snakes warm 
themselves on 
rocks in the 
sun.

Some dig in 
the sand to 
escape the 
heat.

Bobcats 
burrow.

Meerkats 
also burrow.

Animals also 
hibernate to 
control body 
temps. 

Animals 
hibernate 
when it is too
hot or too 
cold.

Hibernation 
occurs 
worldwide.

This digging 
is called 
burrowing.

Warm blooded 
animals 
burrow in the 
desert to get 
cool.

Cold-blooded 
lizards warm 
themselves on 
rocks in the 
sun, too.

Most desert 
animals do not 
sweat to keep 
water inside.
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Answer Key

Students: After reading “Wildville,” use your imagination and the facts you know desert plants 
to create a tall tale, which is a story with unbelievable elements and is related or exaggerated as 
if it were true and factual. Examples include how cactus got its spines, how the yucca plant got 
its fruit or how the dragon’s blood plant got its name. Be sure to include a title!
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